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REVELATIONON THE ROAD TO GARRISON

For the last several years, | have bee The r;e)ithm?miﬂgi as | was Qettiggtr:]‘

ticipating in a bicycle tour event callec 929¢€ 10 the truck, 1 was passing by the riae

5 ga ngd i s Cy(’) t hat s t director some distance off and mused e&%ﬁﬁa March RRF meet
i

ND. Candisc is a bicycle tour that take ©© Myself, "l wonder what next years Canl Je'a é(’?ldbk in the
different route through the North Dak¢d I s ¢t heme wi | 1 b e arge QORAGANGEION
countrysideach® Muhammad on a rol the Fargy Rublic Lilpr
year. The ride | Shouted over to me that if | didn’t stop righ? downtown Fargo o
sponsored by t NOW she would prohibit me from finishingSunday March 21 fro
NorthDakota the rest of the ride into Garrison. I didn't 1:15 to 3pm. Everyon
State Parks  really have anything left in my sarcasm filis sgelcome!
andoriginates | kept my mouth shut. | finished the ride E .
1 Every Saturday morni
out of the Fort andwvent back home. m 13120m on KND
Stevenson St.  Back in October | received a letter from t . P h
Park. Theride " €Candi sc committee' ™ Q\Aycﬁtﬁ d@nft‘
last year was going great until the las YOUr behavior this past year, your registra [ s |n 0 2 0
in Turtle Lake. The dinner offered thastt 1 ©n wi I 1 ~no longe 'A § &1 8d ept
was to be “family style", turkey and ot haql other thln.gs in it ab'out how everyopefstLink is calling for
things. Well, this apparently entailed t €ntitled to their own beliefs and feelings, ggflinteers to assist wi
seated in the order that you came in < that they allow the host community to do hqtential flood fight an
got to sit with people you may not hay What ever they want in exchange for alloWagnonse efforts and v
ally liked much. But then the topper w "9 Car_1d|sc into thelr_ towns. They said mHIIing 1 million sand-
minister getting on the P.A. system ar P€havior was very disturbing”, but | Can'[aags_ More informatio
"offering grace”. This wasn't the usual quite see hoyv I coul_d have really bothere ere: http://
neric, "our heavenly father" thing it we @nyone outsidemy right to freedom of www.myfirstlink.org

"our lord and savior Jesus Christ" kin¢ SPeech. Like I said, | spoke point- _
dealNow to be honest, | would have ¢ edly yetpolitely to the parties involved with

jected to the whole thing no matter wt the possible exception of the passing sar-
they put in it, But | kept my peace unti €aSm. I've begn told py some others t

ner was over and went up to the mini North Dakota is the bible belt of the n

and pointedly, and | believe, courteou &M plains and that | shouldn't be too s™*-

told him that his offering was inapproy Prised that they would take umbrage a REVELATIONON THE 1
out of line and not appreciated Hyatae NONbeliever asserting that there ought ROAD TO GARRISON

told the ride director, a State Parks er S€paration of church in state parks. g Lo\ ocpProor 2

ployee, that the saying of grace was r |What do you ;ELEK? lzriends:dwholiar?_l: (PART2 OF 2)
called for in a secular state function. I l@wyers, say thahould sue. I'd really li

mention that this took place in the put {0 Just get to ride Candisc again. The g
school gymnasium. The ride director 1 ©f North Dakota generally are the nice: BECOMEA MEMBER 4

me that she thought every one else re most kind folks | have come across in OF THERED RIVER

enjoyed the prayer and that | ought to UIMe- FREETHINKERS
it. | said that maybe this will be my las Morgan Christian
disc and she said that was okay by he St. Paul, MN
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trace their twigs and branches to the root yet remain forev In 250 B.C.E., Ptolemy ordered some seventy scribes to tranglate the
THE BURDEN OF PROOF (PART 2 OF 2) of nearby side branches not preserved. If present day bir Torah into Greek. The resultant work, the Septuagint, had thg Hebrey
nl cor ns & jwexist,ave would look at the 900 fossil bird speciesandwoiwor d Re6em render-ed _Odmonpker
tlh an what exactly was a feather? If fossil remains of 6 winged horn. The Ptolemys commonly had rhinos Y -
T. rekad not been discovered, we would be ignorant of th display and the Torah passages denote a p
tures. We would assert they did not exist because there vanimal. Greek historian Ctesias, in the fiftk

In part 1 ofhe Burden of BR&R, Feb. 2010) we establishecL ey pr oposed t hat
theism had O6opted out dapdon the extinctrhinglasmotheripart of
assumption of a god, that the logic tools within rhetoric co the ice age megafauna that died out;,
corrupted by others tools of rhetoric, that language needs close of the Wisconsinan glaciations

correspondence with reality in order to adequately descrik Ley contended tEésmotheraould evidenceéout not because we failed to find them inthe fosst ur y, upon seeing P . pp! ac
logic itself can fail in discussing reality. As such, we were have survived in the Caucasus late - hencgro causa non causa syrian baelief profile images of the Wild ox jiX
no way to evaluate evi den cenoughtosurviveintorecorded history. However, youngestlyssilsate t h 61 6m o _ _ Aurochs wrote of a one horned animal and i
right and youdére wrongo stdatedto128,000y.b.p.(years before present). By way of c kﬂrast, reso ] tScignege really is a methedscientific method which consists nected it with eastern European folklore (Viking
weaponry). A fitting way to start this essay is to quote a r Wooly mammoths survived in New Brunswick as late as 7,00p y.b.p., observation, hypothesis formulation, hypothesis testing, (i6t r ader s may al so have seefh su
onScienceblosreationist argued against the existence of but do not survive in Native American legend. The fossil recqrd does mentatioor critical observation and research) and lastly, t the one surviving volume of his 23 books about Persia that fofind its
tional fossils as follows: not favor Leyds hypothesis. A mu c i Rsopasal which iz an gxglangtign that agcgupts fer {he pkwayl teViesterniEsirope. Monokeros merged with the writingg of Cte-
existswe 61 | get there, but for [now, r efn@dpakespiedicions cangefningfetregopsgryatiops. S sias to give us the mythologicl
ol f there were unicorns, thclaimsrequire extraordinary evidence. The third region of unjdorda s s i | 1f eneoterthan making and recording observations. Science s unicorn. In the Geneva (156
We do not find unicorns in the fossil record. legend, Scandinavian countr||es c omgsPlaiwhyandfgrigrmacee;prediasomeshingilbappgarors pi r a | and King James (1611) Bible
Therefore there were no uni tyisted ivory horns of up to twr behave under novel (OI’ _|deal) condillx_mlaskmlght be observe there are eight unicorn entrieqin
This was part of a larger argumen Meters long. When examined o when we change conditions or look in a new place. five differen ob
went somet hing €achandeveryivory horn turr _ N , one is Numbers 23, verse 22
coms did not exist because we do to be the projecting tusk of a n A foundational componhent of smentlfllc work is trllat at ever "God brought them out of Egyp;
' - o NarwalMonodon moneeesosall scirenti st onestly asks, he hath as it were the strengtfffof? € N
find them as fossils and similarly v i i cally explores each possibility. In this very special way sc i "
know that transitional forms also ¢ 1 ton arctic whale also descrik Y €Xp P Y. y special way anunicorn." By at least 189
exist because we do not findthemLi nned in 175¢ from forms of rhetoric. A scientist works hard to disprove Johan Ulrich Duerst made th
fossilsé (See RDecome unicorr which they suspect (or even hope) might be true ratherthc o nnecti on between the Hebrfpw R
ments on the transitional fossil  With Persia somewhat after 8¢ ing a (biased) argument for a favored prepdsiivis a hallm: ancient Akkadian Rumu as referring to the extinct Wild ox or hurochs,
dquestiond) . c.e. with a last recorded raid of rhetoriprop8tiedce i &edpgsprimigeniis large black species of cattle was known forfits fe-
speak and say, (ngvarthe fartraveled) in 1042 c.e. Thisis a possible connektion. The being made and every theo " rocity (which was transferred to the mythological unicorn). Fife fghk-C
failé or simply StoryoftheMiddeast unicorn is morel convol Jt®eq”"e %tge'ar? G O _we%srl I t 'g‘eat_' 0 b ting bulls of Spain (and domestic caite) tallrase the insipid gt I O
i there. to choose between explanations (hypothesssrémoperable gescendents by artificial selection of Aurochsen ancestors. As late as
approach is to note that these stat ones Abov e we discount e . ! > '
constitute: 1) a logic flaw, the fals . : . ¥ : 1951, the Church of England Authorized Readers Bible still Effhtlined
= Our last paragraph contained both fact and some speculationy Specula- beit weak contradictory evidence and we rejectedtheasst he uni corn reference as qupted
cause fallacyoprausa, non causa, - . . o X . d uni id obiecti ; . . . ) A
: : - tion is O6okay® even in sciefhce, but| Rieseivedunieorn hopmp kased gngalid opjective ayigenc stehtet | eewdi dehmrec 6 denti ti es of olpi ol
profound ignorance and (or) 3) deliberate disHunestyw do . ) ) fail. rhetoric mislead. and relicion deceive: vet alth ; - '
5 : . is there for all to see. Purported unicorn horns (evidence claifns), Can fail, rhetoric mislead, and religion deceive, yet, altlhndl y nj cornsd were |l aid to rest|]by
we know? Here is where we leave the realm of rhetoric b | b Il the foibl fh L .
: - - : when compared to Narwal tusks, turnbehiatoval tusks as well. ual scientists are subject to all the foibles of human nature the Caucasus Mts. of Poland where it finally became extifiét i 1627
begin looking at evidence. The methods for evaluating e\ o~ , o o . : . Iso fail. mislead or deceive. th ientifi ity acts . o . .
the wa t o roagress beyvon gNobeliefisrequired, this is objective evidence. If there is drjed tissye i hRaoral misiead or deceive, the scientific community acls years after the first printing of the King James Bible.
is (you uessZcSiDIENCEp 9 y at the base of o u ngf co pﬁ&m ﬂqa@r}er. Why; bgcause human nature also cor
youg ’ present day technology DNA sequﬂnc- properties as a desire to understa_nd, to be _right, to help 0OSome stildl argue that Redem| mig
Letds examine the wunicorn ing could be demenfirmingthe ma#] a p p r o a ¢ heven © bedamous. Bad explanations (or dishonest scien (Arabic Rem= antelope), the GByxx bejss the most popular
is: 1) establish what, if anything, is a unicorn, 2) examine phological conclusion of Narwal. [oes winnowed out over time. candidate species. Creationist websites stich as
fossil record preserves (or fails to preserve) and why, and all this require special knowledge, ¥es. S ) Answers in Gestildigld out for either the
a connecting link between unicorns and the fossil record. But is speciatternghowledge avail- However, deep at the heart of the SciecEEFr= 3y mythical horned horse (so as to not limit a
l ows below is a much abbre able to all and not requiring a convgasa- p o p u lf ane theojd. t here | ur kg | potential creativity), but also advirizgeotop: ¥ 1
ence from the primary research of others. tion with a deitit is not the internal or revealed knowdepiger( losopher David Hume pointed it out in The mythological unicorn was portrayed in tapes-
knowledge sans evadenadigion. Some things must € try with the Virgin Mary. It was said to be fierce but could be|faptured
Unicorn legends based upon actual creatures can be trac faithd). In the h by the innocence of a virgin maided t he hor n ad 6
geographical re_gior_13: India a_nd the Orient, easte@atiomplL et 6s | ook at fossils. Donpl d Rumgf r@akedour(ﬁﬁsgrrg)nogsali) There ig rddisiaxc wroperties (doctrine of signatures). Now we know W’_‘ly all five
sus, the Scandinavian countries, and theagiquies Asia Min knowns, known unknowns, unknown knowns and unknown yf- 2) That reality can be understood, 3) : living rhino species are endangered (Save the rhino? Buy Viggra). O
From the first region we get accounts of animals witha sitk n own s . ) .0 A living rhin 01 is a kn or(]ﬁh_e m@qlnlagxpho,bseryawon&pcar@ A | sidevof saignce, there is no way to discard errors.
on their heads and el ysterhaa nrhino might be an unknown known, a fossil rhino would be &ffiowh n S reality, and 4) Those observations will enable
Naturad, 7 5 8, 0 n a meRtidocetos linisoFoday we unknown, but a fossil unicorn would be an unknown unknowr} The us to understand reality. These four assumptions are unc The burden of proof rests on the claimant, there is no other vjay to
commonly call this beast the Indian rhinoceros. It is an er fossil record contains animals like and others absolutely unlikk those ana priossumption of anything (a god for example). YoLcoherent |y interpret real it an
species due to folklore concerning its horn. now living. There are fossil extinct Narwals (known unknowng), 30 live in reality or, to quéderphe(lsaurence Fishburne) ff r i ght and youdre wrongé i mppsse
_ _ genera of fossil rhinos (known unknowns), but also 6 winged||nsects Matrio | t is the world beiyg entific method. Wedre stil dvaa
The second source of unicorn stories are legends of the E (ynknown unknowns), @ndeunknown unknown). In birds, 3/ know the four assumptions and the scientific method are ' when asserting the existence of a god, will ever produce evep a uni-
inhabiting the Russian Caucasus that tell of a large black of the 8,700 living species are perching birds, yet 9/10 of the P00 essay you are now reading was composeprantguter, cor nsd worth of evidenaee (o0 a
b!’OWS-ed on |0W f0||age (mUCh I|ke the Afncan b|6iD|Cd1lmK), sent diversity iS not a guide”ne for past preservation_ L|V|ng pecies ter and energy. NOW, back to unicorns. Jerl’y FaUSke
bicornisloes today). Nearly 50 years ago, the scienceWric o y| d be thought of as |l eavps on the evolutionary o6tree of | i fFarggND we may




